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History from its very dawn testifies that even a
long and unhampered period of peace has very rarely
proved a guarantee of continued cultural advance-
ment. Often enough it has been found to beget such
ease-loving, and therefore, demoralising tendencies
as always destroy in the nation or the people all its-
grit, vigour and initiative so much so that it soon
shows signs of decadance which precludes any new
going forth, any fresh adventure. What has happened
in many instances to serve as a way out of such
moribund state is an incursion *or onslaught from
outside by barbarians or by a stronger power whose
impact has infused a new energy into the people; or
that a far-sighted statesman or a heroic builder has.
risen in it, and by his power, sometimes derived
from a higher source, quickened into activity the whole
people, holding before it a glowing ideal and inspiring
it to live and die for that ideal, with the result that the
people has been reborn into virility and greatness. But
this again has led to an excessive self-glorification
resulting in conflicts witii others who happened to
stand in the way of its political or regional expansion.
Lust for world-empire has been no less a cause of
such conflicts.

Thus it seems that war is a phenomenon which has-
been unavoidable in the order of things in which man
has so far found himself. Human groups and collec-
tivities have in most cases been formed and organised
through dashes and collisions in the earlier stages of
man's social development bringing home to him the